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Module aims  
This module will provide students with a critical understanding of the consistencies, 
contradictions and conflicts when considering terrorism and the risk it is perceived to carry. 
The module will identify and examine key changes in governmental and societal 
understandings of terrorism and terrorists, both nationally and on a global scale. There will be 
critical consideration of how such perceptions can influence areas such as media reporting, 
feelings of risk and perceptions of Islam and its followers.   

 

Module Learning Outcomes - at the end of this module, students will be able to: 

1 Critically assess the history and origins of concerns about terrorism 

2 Critically examine the geo-socio-political forces that can give rise to terrorism   

3 Critically assess the criminal justice response to the terrorist threat   
 

4 Deconstruct the notion of terrorist and terrorism 

Assessment 
Indicative Assessment Tasks:  

 

Case study: students will be presented with a case study associated with a ‘terrorist threat’ 

and required to explore the challenges and tensions that might exist to manage the case and 

issues in question (4,000 words) 

 
 

Assessment 
number  

Learning 
Outcomes to 
be met 

Type of assessment Weighting (%) 

1 1-4 Case Study 100% 

 

Derogations 
 
None 

Learning and Teaching Strategies 
The learning and teaching strategy is grounded in the University’s commitment to an Active 
Learning Framework (ALF) so that learning will be both accessible and active, and include 
synchronous and a-synchronous elements. Online panopto based lectures are supplemented 
by interactive elements and students will be expected to complete activities such as watching 
videos; undertaking Other Indicative Reading; completing quizzes and posting responses to 
a-synchronous debate. These activities are the subject of formative feedback by the module 
tutor. Regular real time online sessions ensure students also have access to staff who thereby 
provide presence, challenge and support for student throughout the module. 
 

Indicative Syllabus Outline 
Definitions of terrorism   
‘Old’ v ‘New’ terrorism   
The social construction of new terrorism   



The social construction of a new enemy   
The terrorist risk society   
The impact of media reporting   
The impact of victims   
Religious violence   
Perceptions of Islam   
The surveillance society   
Societal and governmental responses to terrorism.   
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